
OASIS OF GRACE
Our values & vision

The Scots’ Church Melbourne
A loving community loyal to Christ Jesus



AN OASIS OF GRACE
As our elders have worked to develop clear statements of our church values,  
Session Clerk Phil Court shares his personal vision for the church he loves…

“Scots’ has, for many years, been a church community that has been a ‘place of 
refuge’ with a gentle spirit.”  That’s what our Senior Minister Phil Campbell wrote 
in his Scots’ Weekly editorial of 21 April 2023. It’s a simple statement that struck a 
deep chord in me and, I suspect, many others who think of Scots’ Church Mel-
bourne as their spiritual home; their home away from home.  A place of refuge 
with a gentle spirit.  It’s what makes this church so precious.  With Christ as our 
sure foundation, this is the mortar I hope will always bond us together and what-
ever we seek to build.

In August this year, our elders endorsed a set of values that have taken that basic 
idea and fleshed it out.  These values and their associated commitments will 
help to drive and shape a statement of our vision, and guide our future decision 
making priorities.  

My own aspirational picture for Scots’ is a lush, beautiful, cool and inviting oasis 
in what far too often seems to be a dog-eat-dog, harshly hot, judgemental and 
pitiless desert - an oasis of grace.  

So, let’s keep on being a church where all kinds of people can be included as they 
explore faith in Jesus Christ. His original band of disciples included not only 
women in a culture that regarded them as sub-human chattels, but fishermen, 
a tax collector for the occupying Romans, and a Jewish zealot.  Famously, Jesus 
offered refuge, and rest for the soul to all of them. “Come to me, all who labour 
and are heavy laden,” he said, “... and I will give you rest.”  

Having said that, we know people love to actively serve in worthwhile ways. If you 
want to lend a hand, there’ll be opportunities galore - but you won’t be pressured 
or bullied into helping or contributing, or made to feel guilty for just needing to 
rest and recuperate in this oasis.

We’ll be a place of exploration for anyone curious about Jesus and what it means 
to trust him in our daily lives - a church where you can take first steps into faith, 
or deep dives into the meaning and connectedness of the Bible with the help of 
academically qualified guides.  This is a place where science and the Bible are 
not seen as mortal enemies.

In keeping with our tradition, we commit to a future where music and beauty are 
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valued.  Our church building, the glorious stained-glass windows, the tradi-
tional Sunday morning service with its hearty congregational singing and its 
world-standard choir are delights to both mind and heart, and a balm to the 
soul. We’ll strive to keep it that way.  

We’re an oasis that seeks to support and give back to the people of this city 
in both practical and spiritually uplifting ways.  We’ll keep giving through the 
work of Flemington Mission, our support for various outreach agencies, our 
annual free organ concerts, our Scots’ Church Proms, and our public St John’s 
Passion and Messiah concerts.  In this vision, there’s plenty of room for more of 
that in both variety and quantity.  How about building up to weekly or even daily 
mid-day worship services, and more concerts and performances across a wide 
range of musical genres?  

At the epicentre of every oasis is a source of water.  When Jesus sat with a 
despised and shunned woman at a well in Samaria, he said this: “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I 
will give them will never be thirsty again.” A little later, he says, “If anyone thirsts, 
let them come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, ‘Out of their heart will flow rivers of living water’.” 

We’re a church in the heart of the CBD of what is predicted to soon become the 
largest metropolis in Australia.  What better place to build up and sustain such 
an oasis?  May we always be an oasis from which streams of living water flow 
into a thirsty city and a thirsty world. 

That’s my prayer for the oasis of grace we call Scots’ Church Melbourne. The val-
ues described in the following pages are designed to move us towards focused 
action in becoming that church. 

Phil Court, 
Session Clerk
October 2025

An Oasis is an area made fertile by a source of freshwater in an otherwise dry 
and arid region.
 Grace is unmerited favor, kindness, and love. The Bible speaks of God’s grace 
as a free and undeserved gift that cannot be earned through our effort but is 
freely offered - a generosity beyond what’s deserved. 



Because all people are made in God’s image, our vision is for a church where, 
whether you already identify as a Christian or not, you are genuinely welcome, 
regardless of the current ‘polarities’ that divide our community. We invite all 
kinds of people to find their rest in Jesus, who says: 

“Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden… and you will find rest for your 
souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29)
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DIFFERENCES WELCOME, 
DIGNITY HONOURED.

Guest impact

open, welcoming,

united,

warm



We’re a place of exploration for anyone curious about Jesus and what it 
means to live in loyalty to him in our daily lives. We will offer both clear 
pathways to faith, and deeper dives into the meaning and connectedness of 
the Bible with the help of academically qualified guides. We will be a place 
where science and the Bible are not seen as mortal enemies, but together as 
testimony to the glory of God.

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” (John 1:43f)

HELPING PEOPLE COME TO JESUS,  
NOT JUST ‘COME TO CHURCH.’

DIFFERENCES WELCOME, 
DIGNITY HONOURED.

Guest impact

clear

thoughtful

reflective
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We aspire to be a community where people of all life stages find community, 
practical support and mutual care in challenging times.

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have 
the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. (Romans 12:4–5)

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.(Galatians 6:2)
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A FLOURISHING 
COMMUNITY OF CARE

Guest impact

Care, friendship,

compassion,

 practicality
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As an aging, classic styled city church, we recognise and embrace the chal-
lenge of growing and welcoming a new generation of committed, Christ-follow-
ing church members.

“One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.” (Psalm 145:4)

GROWING A NEW GENERATION

Guest impact

Vibrant,

ready, expectant 

fresh
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Because people are keen to be involved, and yet sceptical of churches that 
seem “self serving,” we will provide ‘no-pressure pathways’ to meaningful in-
volvement and sacrificial service – a natural outflow of community, team-work, 
identifying opportunities, and clearly communicating needs.

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace. (1 Peter 4:10)

Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly; (1 Peter 5:2)

NO PRESSURE. 
JUST OPEN DOORS. 

Guest impact

Generous, open 

non protective, 

non anxious.



Since our inception, Scots’ church has valued beauty in architecture and music. 
We continue to invest in these areas to the glory of God, the creator of all beauty.

“God has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into 
man’s heart, yet so he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to 
the end.” (Eccles 3:11)

This is an opportunity to build a house that’s both holy and beautiful.  
We might at some pseudo-philanthropist’s frugal suggestion, call for 
timber and nails, rear a commodious fabric of shaved pine for a few 
hundred pounds… bur for once, let us think magnanimously, nobly,  
of the meaning of the religion we profess… that we may say therein 
that the Gospel of Christ is dear to us; and that when over our graves 
the men of another generation shall stand and look at what we have 
erected, they may, in simple truth and justice, say - “These men bore 
some reverent love to Jesus, or they would had done a lesser thing!”   
Rev Peter Menzies, c1872
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NO PRESSURE. 
JUST OPEN DOORS. BEAUTY IS A GIFT FROM GOD

Guest impact

Awe, wonder,

marvel, 
praise.
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Because we’re a historic church that wants to keep glorifying Jesus in the 
heart of our city for years to come, we will need to hold creativity, contemporary 
relevance, technology, history and tradition in careful and thoughtful dynamic 
balance.

Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine 
is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, 
and so both are preserved. (Matthew 9:17)

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace. (1 Peter 4:10)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one anoth-
er in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankful-
ness in your hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16)

EMBRACING
CREATIVE TENSION. 

Guest impact

Delight, inspire,

surprise, 

zest



Because of God’s grace, we want to be known as a church that gives to the 
community around us, rather than taking from it. We will seek to serve the city 
together in thoughtful, practical and loving ways

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to 
those who are of the household of faith.” (Gal 6:10)
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EMBRACING
CREATIVE TENSION. GIVING BACK TO THE CITY

Guest impact

Thoughtful,

caring, 

practical



As an integral part of our denomination, we will look for creative, positive and 
biblical ways to express our distinctive passions and serve the wider church.

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we 
do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the household of faith.” (Gal 6:9-10)
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A POSITIVE WIDER MODEL

Guest impact

Innovative, 

inclusive, 

positive


