
 

 



 

 

Welcome to the 2026 Organ Recital Series at Scots's Church   
 

This year, I was asked by Douglas Lawrence to organize the organ recital series 

at Scots.  Apart from myself, four new faces are invited to perform this year.  All 

of them have extensive and diverse experience as concert organists, choir 

master, organist and director of music in churches and Cathedrals, many have 

won important prizes that help to advance a career in performance.   
 

The organ students' concert this year features young people who learn to play 

the organ at secondary schools or as a second instrument for those studying at 

different universities. To their teachers who encourage and support them, we 

say thank you.  
 

The series is proudly supported by the Scots' Church, Melbourne, and 

sponsored by the Organ Music Society of Victoria (OMSV).  All donation goes 

to support the fees for the artists.  Please give generously.  

 
UPCOMING CONCERTS IN THE SERIES  

 

Saturday 19 September at 2pm: Organ Students  

 

Each recitalist has invested a great deal of time in divising a theme for each 

recital, designing a special program that showcase the Rieger organ, bringing 

you something old, something new, something familiar, and something 

different.  I hope the variety of programs this year brings you great tidings and 

delight, and at the end of each concert, you leave with a heart so filled by the 

wonder of organ music!  

 

Blessings!  

 

Jennifer Chou  

Associate Organist, Scots Church  

 

 



 

 

16 September  Bloom where you're planted  
Organist: Jennifer Chou  

 
Elijah on the Mountain (1997)  Robert Ampt (1949 -) 

Duetto II, BWV 803   J.S. Bach (1685 -1750) 

Suite du Cinquieme ton (First Organ Book)  

    

Plein jeu à 2 Chœurs   

Grand Prelude avec les Pedalles de 

Trompette Meslées  

Récit  

Petit Cornet ou Petite Tierce  

Duo  

Tierce en Taille  

Voix Humaine  

Trio pour la pedalle  

Dialogue  

 

Jacques Boyvin ( c.a. 1653 -

1706) 

Duetto IV, BWV 805   J.S. Bach  

Variations on Gibbons Song 13 “Jesu, Grant me 

this, I pray” (1999)   

Theme  

L'istesso tempo  

Poco più mosso  

Alla sarabanda  

Animato  

Sonoramente  

Lento  

 

June Nixon (1942 -) 

Gothic Toccata (1983)   Graeme Koehne (1956 -) 

   



 

 

After chasing my organ dream around the world, Melbourne is home since 

2004. In planning this program, I want to highlight organ music that is “Made 

in Australia” , by some of the finest Australian composers whose works I 

perform in concerts.  Among the times I uprooted and replanted myself, my 

“French Connection” has a soft spot for the French baroque era and 

instruments, in particular the organ works by Jacques Boyvin.  

 

Robert Ampt was the City Organist at the Sydney Town Hall for 44 years until 

2022.  He has composed and published organ and choral music. Most of his 

organ works were written with the Sydney Town Hall organ in mind and are 

intended for concert performance. I have met Robert various times and he 

always gave me his organ works, and I nearly always perform them overseas.  

 

'Elijah on the Mountain'  is not strictly a programmatic work, it is inspired by 

the story of Elijah from 1 Kings 19 v.11 and 12 in the Bible:  

“And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the 

Lord passed, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and break in pieces 

the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an 

earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake: And after the earthquake  a 

fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire is a still small voice.”  

 

Born in Paris and died in Rouen, Jacques Boyvin was organist at the Quinze -

Vingts until 1673. He was appointed organist of Rouen Cathedral in 1674.  He 

composed two organ books. The First Book (1689), «containing the eight 

modes for the ordinary use at the Notre -Dame Cathedral in Rouen», was 

republished in 1700 to great acclaim. Like his predecessors, Boyvin  offers a 

series of verses grouped by modes, from one to eight, from which the 

performer can choose for the Magnificat or the Mass. Each suite begins with a 

prelude in Plein jeu and often ends with a Dialogue on the Grands Jeux. There 

are nine pieces in the Suite du Cinquieme ton (Suite in the 5th mode).  

 

I often play organ works by June Nixon at Scots.  The variety in forms and 

styles of June's organ works makes them suitable for all occasions, refreshing, 

enjoyable and accessible to all.  June was Organist and Director of Music at St 

Paul's Cathedral Melbourne from 1973 to 2013. As a widely published 

composer both in the USA and in the UK, her output includes numerous works 

for the organ and choirs.  She was made a Member (AM) in the General 

Division in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in 1998 for services to church music. 

In 1999 she became the fi rst woman to have the Lambeth DMus conferred by 



 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury. When she offered me a copy of her latest 

publication 'June Nixon – Selected Works for Organ' by Kevin Mayhew, I was 

thrilled. From this collection, I have chosen for today 'Jesu, Grant me this, I 

pray' , a Theme and Variation, with 6 variations based on the same hymn 

melody by English composer Orlando Gibbon (1583 -1625). 

 

Graeme John Koehne is best known for his orchestral and ballet scores, which 

are characterised by direct communicative style and embrace of tertian 

harmony. His orchestral trilogy Unchained Melody , Powerhouse, and Elevator 

Music makes allusions  to Hollywood film score traditions, cartoon music, 

popular Latin music and other dance forms. Koehne was Head of Composition 

at the Elder Conservatorium of Music in Adelaide from 2005 to 2021.  

  

The “Gothic Toccata ” was written in 1983 for the 10th anniversary of the 

Sydney Opera House organ. It is bustling, busy and brim full of nervous energy. 

There is so much going on. It comes complete with cascading glissandi and 

thunderous concluding chords, putting both instrument and player through 

their paces; and from which they both emerge triumphant.  

 



 

 

Jennifer Chou  has given organ concerts in major venues in Australia, and 

overseas such as Singapore Esplanade Concert Hall, Hong Kong Cultural 

Centre, Westminster Abbey, the International Bamboo Organ Festival in the 

Philippines,  

and the Paris Notre -Dame Cathedral.  Her next performances include Brisbane 

City Hall in November, Paris Notre -Dame Cathedral in April 2027, Auckland 

Town Hall in May 2027.  

 

A graduate of the Chinese University of Hong Kong where she studied organ 

performance with Samuel Tong, Jennifer studied with Wolfgang Rübsam at 

Northwestern University (USA) on a scholarship for a Master's in organ 

performance and church music. After achieving Honors in the post -master 

Certificate in Performance, chance took her to France for five years. Mentored 

by Susan Landale at the Conservatoire National de Région de Rueil -Malmaison 

in Paris; Michel Bouvard and Jan Willem Jansen at the Centre d'Etudes  

Supérieures de Musique et Danse in Toulouse at which she graduated in the 

Cycle de Perfectionnement with Prémier Prix à l’unanimité. As a student, she 

competed in international organ competitions. She was a semi -finalist in the 

Prague Spring and Chartres competitions, and a finalist in the Biarritz 

International Organ Competition with the Special Mention award.  

 

As a church musician, Jennifer lived in the European Bible Institute in France 

for a year working as the music program teaching assistant, where she also 

studied for a Bible Diploma. In the next 25 years, she has served as the Director 

of Music for the Parish of Worplesdon in Surrey (UK), St James's Catholic 

Church Gardenvale, St John's Anglican Church Camberwell, Toorak Uniting 

Church, and the Associate Organist at the Scots Church Melbourne since 2023.  

 

Jennifer teaches the organ at Melbourne High School and Camberwell 

Grammar School.  Her mission is to inspire young people to love the pipe 

organ for life so they become future guardians of the instrument in 

conservation, education and performance.  



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

UPCOMING CONCERTS IN THE SERIES  
 

 

Saturday 19 September at 2pm: Organ Students  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDANCE  

 

 
 

The Scots’ Church Melbourne  

www.scotschurch.com  

Admission is free however a donation would be a ppreciated  

http://www.scotschurch.com/

