
 

 



 

 



 

 

Welcome to the 2026 Organ Recital Series at Scots's Church   
 

This year, I was asked by Douglas Lawrence to organize the organ recital series 

at Scots.  Apart from myself, four new faces are invited to perform this year.  All 

of them have extensive and diverse experience as concert organists, choir 

master, organist and director of music in churches and Cathedrals, many have 

won important prizes that help to advance a career in performance.   
 

The organ students' concert this year features young people who learn to play 

the organ at secondary schools or as a second instrument for those studying at 

different universities. To their teachers who encourage and support them, we 

say thank you.  
 

The series is proudly supported by the Scots' Church, Melbourne, and 

sponsored by the Organ Music Society of Victoria (OMSV).  All donation goes 

to support the fees for the artists.  Please give generously.  

 
UPCOMING CONCERTS IN THE SERIES  

 

Wednesday 16 September at 1pm: Jennifer Chou  

Saturday 19 September at 2pm: Organ Students  

 

Each recitalist has invested a great deal of time in divising a theme for each 

recital, designing a special program that showcase the Rieger organ, bringing 

you something old, something new, something familiar, and something 

different.  I hope the variety of programs this year brings you great tidings and 

delight, and at the end of each concert, you leave with a heart so filled by the 

wonder of organ music!  

 

Blessings!  

 

Jennifer Chou  

Associate Organist, Scots Church  

 

 



 

 

9 September - All about Bach   
 
 

Organist: Peter Guy  

 

 

Overture from Cantata 29: Wir 

danken dir,  

Gott, wir danken  

dir J.S. Bach (1685 -1750)  

arr. Alexandre Guilmant (1837 -1911) 

 

Concerto in A minor, BWV 593  

(after Vivaldi, RV 522)   

- [Allegro]  

- Adagio  

- Allegro  

 

arr. J.S. Bach  

Sonata No. 3 in A major  

   

- Con moto maestoso  

- Andante Tranquillo  

 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809 -1847) 

Come, Sweet Death   

  

 

J.S.Bach, arr. Virgil Fox (1912 -1980) 

Now thank we all our God  J.S.Bach, arr. Virgil Fox  

 



 

 

As a tribute to the deep love and lifelong devotion to J.S. Bach of Scots Church’s 

Director of Music, Douglas Lawrence, this programme places the great German 

master firmly at its centre. Rather than offering a parade of Bach’s greatest 

organ hits, it explores the rich web of influences surrounding him: the 

composers who inspired Bach, those whose music was shaped by his legacy, 

and perhaps the one musician without whom Bach’s genius might have 

remained largely forgotten to the wider world —Felix Mendelssohn.  

 

The programme opens with Alexandre Guilmant ’s transcription of the 

Sinfonia from Bach’s Cantata 29, “ Wir danken dir, Gott, wir danken dir” . In 

fact, this is a transcription of a transcription: the music first appeared as the 

Prelude to the Violin Partita in E major (BWV 1006) before Bach himself 

reworked it for organ and orchestra. Bach’s willingness to recycle and reinvent 

his own material is mirrored in his fascination with the music of others, 

represented here by his organ transcription of Vivaldi’s Concerto in A minor  

for two violins. Bach effortlessly fuses the brilliance and vitality of the Italian 

concerto style with the power and virtuosity of the German Baroque organ 

tradition.  

 

 

 

At the heart of the programme stands Felix Mendelssohn ’s Third Organ 

Sonata , a two -movement work inspired by the chorale “Aus tiefer  Not” ('Out of 

the depths', Psalm 130), heard in the pedals during the central section of the 

first movement. The broad, processional outer sections of this movement were 

originally conceived for the wedding of Mendelssohn’s sister, Fanny. In 

contrast, the gentle final movement feels almost like a private reflection or 

epilogue, revealing the sonata’s origins in a collection of shorter voluntaries 

that Mendelssohn later gathered into the Six Organ Sonatas.  

 

The recital concludes with two transcriptions by the American virtuoso Virgil 

Fox . The first is a sumptuous reimagining of one of Bach’s solo arias “ Komm, 

süßer Tod” ('Come, Sweet Death'), allowing the rich tonal palette and dynamic 

range of the Scots Church Rieger organ to shine. To close, Fox unleashes a 

dazzling rendition of “Now Thank We All Our God”  from Bach’s Reformation 

Day Cantata 79 —a thrilling and exuberant finale to a programme celebrating 

Bach’s enduring influence across centuries and continents.  

 



 

 

A recent graduate with Masters and Post -Masters qualifications at the Kodály 

Institute of the  Liszt Academy of Music, Hungary, Peter Guy  has returned to 

Australia in 2025 to continue his career as an organist, choir director and 

teacher. Prior to commencing study in Hungary, he was for 15 years Organist 

and Master of the Choristers at Christ Church Cathedral, Newcastle (Australia),  

and is currently Director of Music at St Mark’s Anglican Church, Fitzroy, while 

also establishing  himself in the broader musical life of Melbourne.  

 

A university medallist from the University of Newcastle, Peter was a national 

keyboard finalist  in the Symphony Australia Young Performer’s Award in 2003, 

where he performed Poulenc’s  Organ Concerto in G minor with the Adelaide 

Symphony Orchestra. Peter has subsequently  undertaken international tours 

with the University of Newcastle Chamber Choir, performed as  part of the 

national conferences of the Organ Historical Society in the United States, and 

in 2016  directed the inaugural international tour of Christ Church Cathedral 

Choir. Peter has recorded  two solo organ compilations, directed Christ Church 

Cathedral Choir in recording and enjoys an  active recital schedule around 

Australia.  

 

Beyond performing, Peter is passionate about music education: a passion 

which led him to  Hungary. Peter established the Newcastle Cathedral College 

of Music in 2019, and was a lecturer  in harmony and pipe organ at the 

University of Newcastle. In 2017 he completed the Master of  Theological 

Studies through the University of Divinity.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

UPCOMING CONCERTS IN THE SERIES  

 

 

Wednesday 16 September at 1pm: Jennifer Chou  

Saturday 19 September at 2pm: Organ Students  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDANCE  

 

 
 

The Scots’ Church Melbourne  

www.scotschurch.com  

Admission is free however a donation would be a ppreciated  

http://www.scotschurch.com/

